[image: image1.jpg]The No Longer “Strange Case” of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: a classic? It surely is. In our time there have probably been
more film and television shows based on this story than any others. However, it is because of this
very reason that I do NOT recommend this book to anyone. I would rather watch a cow chew on
its own cud in the time it would take to read this book after all the literature, movies, and
television shows that have evolved from it. The “strange case” of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is no
longer a “strange case.” This “case” has reoccurred many times since it was written in 1886. This
book is outdated like a worn textbook with old information.

The basic plot line of Jekyll and Hyde: Dr. Jekyll realizes he has had an evil side his
whole life waiting to get out. He can transmogrify into Mr. Hyde (his evil side) by drinking a
mixture he makes. Mr. Hyde is a deformed, deranged man; determined to do horrifying things. It
centers around the theme that we all have a sinful side that waits to unleash itself. I do not think
this is a bad plot. It actually is a very interesting and popular motif. However, now that there
have been so many remakes, the book is not worth reading. If you turn on your television, a
movie based on the book is probably playing right now.

Written in 1886, the book Dr. Jeky!l and Mr. Hyde is surely a classic. A year after the
book was published the first stage play open and continued for 20 years. There have been 13

extremely famous movies based on this plot in the United States since. 1912, and even more t




[image: image2.jpg]television shows. There have been countless others outside of the country. Most of the movies
won or were nominated for many awards. Jekyll and Hyde has even been made into cartoons for
children such as “Hyde and Hare” where Bugs Bunny meets Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. There
have been musicals and songs about Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. In 1989 there was even a video
game made based on the story. Mr. Hyde has appeared in The League of Extraordinary
Gentlemen, Van Helsing, Mad Monster Party, Scooby Doo and the Reluctant Werewolf, the
Nightmare Before Christmas, and even more movies. After watching at least one of two movies
about Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, 1 found the book completely vapid and useless to read.

There are also a plethora of famous movies that adapted some of the plot. To give just
one example, The Nutty Professor, a very famous movie that first came out in 1963, uses most of
the plot of the book. Since then, the movie has been remade with many sequels. Eddie Murphy
plays an overweight scientist who can drink a potion that turns him into his thinner, more
outspoken side named Buddy Love. He craves to be Buddy Love, until he realizes that this side
of him is sleazy and fallacious; just as Dr. Jekyll did. If a movie is not based on the actual book
itself, then the plot is based on it, which makes the book even more uninteresting compared to
the movies.

The only book that I know of that beats this book in remakes would possibly be Dracula.
Honestly, do you want to read Dracula after all you know about it? Not me. I’ve never saw any
movie or read anything about it, but I know the whole plot line. A vampire who can transmogrify
into a bat, is evil, sucks blood, hates light. It is the same for Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Ever heard
the saying “He’s a regular Jekyll and Hyde”? I definitely have. It means that one minute a person
is a good guy, then the next they’re ready to tear you another one. Did that give anything away

for you? Hmm... it did for me. J
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position on Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. My friend had picked the book up out of my purse and
asked me if T was finished reading it. I told her I had and asked her if she had ever read it. She
hadn’t. I asked her if she knew what happened in the book. She replied, “Of course, didn’t you
ever see the movie ‘“The Pagemaster’ that had Macaulay Culkin in it? He visits the house of Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and it tells you the story.” I laughed.

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is like the old sweater your grandmother made you for
Christmas. It sits in the closet untouched. You know that the present was before you received it,
but you can’t get rid of it because your granny made it for you. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde i§ the
dusty classic on the shelf that is never read because you don’t have the time to read it. You
already know what happens. However, you just can’t get rid of it. It’s is libraries all over the
world; just incase a person like me ever has to write a book review on it. They will come to find
that the book has grown mediocre over time. The lesson that Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde teaches is
an excellent one. The motif will be around forever, but the book will fade in time; it needs to be

rewritten to fit the new age.
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