3 Huckleberry Finn Essays
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Delving into the exciting, adventurous world of Huckleberry Finn gives the reader a sense
of the historical meaning of great American culture and at the same time allows the reader to
reléte, at least to an extent, to some of the captivating characters in the story. The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn was written by the well known American author, Mark Twain, and was
published by Harper and Brothers Publishers in New York in 1884. How can somebody put

down such a book in which every turned page exists a new enigma to be overcome?

To give a brief overview of what to expect out of this novel is hard to do without giving
away the boisterous acts. All of these characters are hard to believe to be such good friends given
their different outlooks; Huckleberry Finn, Jim, and Tom Sawyer oddly enough stick together
throughout the novel. Huckleberry Finn is a homeless, young teenager who is the main character
and the narrator of the story. Then there is Tom Sawyer, Huck’s best friend, who loves romance
and adventure novels and tries to live his life by them but in doing so he severely confuses Jim,
the “runaway” slave. Essentially, the story takes place on the Mississippi River and in small
towns surrounding it, around the early 1800's (when racism is at large). The Mississippi River
comes into play when Huck realizes he is tired of living his life by the book and wants to break
free from social norms. He joins up with Jim and encounters many interesting adventures
traveling South on the river, where they spring into some serious problems along the way.

Overall, Huck goes through an expanded learning experience involving growing up, dealing with
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The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn deeply outlines one of the biggest American cultural
debates— slavery and racism alongside of the distinguished contingency often seen in classic
novels. Picture going back in time and taking a leisurely walk through town and everywhere you
go there is an African American working to the extremes for their owners— either washing
clothes, beating rugs, picking crops, or running errands and then you see their owner come out
and start lashing them for doing the slightest thing wrong. Even today you can hear racial
remarks and see certain discriminations such as low wages, lower expectancies, and associations
with drugs and violence. Obviously, today we have come a long way from owning people and
doing what we wish with them but we still have a long way to go for everyone to become equal.
As the way of excitement goes, no one is able to stay awake to read any vapid works such as
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 130. On the other hand, this novel is most definitely a “keep you on your
toes” read because not once does it disappoint you through all of the cliff hangers from chapter to
chapter, not once does it go off topic to something not related to the story, and not once does it
let you have a non-emotional moment. It is not everyday a person has the opportunity to read a

novel that helps describe great American culture and be interested at the same time.

Reading this book is like experiencing your own adventure with your closest friends. You
are able to oversee racism and slavery while having the ability to have a good time even in the
scariest of moments. The life you lead in this story will surely help define certain views on a

variety of issues.
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Is spending a long time on a raft and helping a runaway slave "adventurous" or just
plain crazy? In the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain, published
in 1884 by Charles L. Webster & Co., New York, there were all sorts of adventures no
one in their wildest dreams would think of doing. What do you think made this book so
intriguing?

The basic summary of this particular book is a young boy named Huckleberry
Finn runs away to an island where the finds a runaway slave there, Jim. They spent the
majority of the book on a raft sailing the seas and meeting many extraordinary people
along the way. The title is The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, and there are many
adventures indeed. So many times did Huck Finn and his new friends get into a rut. The
way they go out of that particular rut was aggravating.

Characters played a phenonmenal role in making this book so great. Starting
from Huckleberry Finn and his best friend Tom Sawyer, to the "King" and "Duke."
Huckleberry Fin and Tom Sawyer were the type to always want to be in the outdoors.
Tom could never do anything the easy way. It would be to bland to just figure something
out the easy way. The King and Duke were two greedy and perplexing men. The way
they went about cheating people and doing anything possible to over come anyone and

anything was quite unorthodox to say the least. Another character was a runaway slave
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anything to help out. His name was Jim. Like many other novels, there are several
characters, but these are the main ones.

Huckleberyy Finn shows the reader a new way of life. Not many children today
would ever try to run away and try to live a portion of their life on a raft with a runaway
slave. Times have changed since then, and its interesting to see how much. The novel
itself cuts right to the chase. There is no extra pieces of information in the book that seem
to be just there to make the length of the book longer. Many other books i have read are
very different from this one. The way Jim gets off as a free man at the end is an ending i
havent read before. Many novels show how slaves are beaten and raped and the outcome
is not good. Mark Twain has writen a few books, all in which have the same type of
dialect. There is a southern accent in the majority of books I have ready by him.

The setting of this novel was The Mississippi River, before the civil war.
Apparently Mark Twain said the novel was set forty to fifty years before the time of'its
actual publication. Throughout the book, Huck Finn uses his own ironic wit to get him
out of trouble. The reason Jim and Huck run away is because they want to be free. Jim
doesn't want to be a slave anymore and Huck wants to be able to sleep in trees and do
whatever he wants. These two characters are unalbe to do either so they found no other
choice then to run away from it all. All the trouble they went through throughout the
novel sure payed off in the end. They were both free men, although Huck was still cared
for. The novel was never boring. Everytime you turned the page something new and

better happened.



[image: image5.jpg]Throughout the book, Huck Finn, Tom Sawyer, and Jim told many lies. In the end
they all found that "the truth will set you free." The book is clearly understook and
shows great adventures within every page. Those two are free now which leave some
readers questioning, "what adventures will Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn have

next?"
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The Adventures of Huckleberry Fin by Mark Twain is a very informing American
fiterary history book published in 1884 by Charles L. Webster & Co. The Adventures of
Huckleberry Fin has the context of a five year old but it presents a true message about slaves and
racism.

At the beginning of the novel, Huck is trying to break away from society while everyone
else is trying fo pull him in. That is the feast of his worries when his drunken Pap comes to town
and demands Huck’s monéy. Huck fakes his own death and goes to Jackson’s island, where he
thinks no one is only to find, Jim, an escaped slave that the town’s people have been looking for.
Jim and Huck become very good friends through out the book making Huck have to bend the
rufes from the society he once knew to keep Jim safe. While traveling down the river Huck and
Jim meet up with these two men one who claim to be a Duke and the other a King, but are really
thieves. Thinking having the two men wasn’t going to be a problem with them on their journey
was a misinterpretation. They brought Huck and Jim more trouble than expected causing Jim to
have to stay behind while Huck goes to do the thieves dirty work. When Huck returns Jim is
missing. Huck can’t stand the fact that Jim could be killed now that he is found so he meets up
with his friend Tom Sawyer and they come up with a plan to find and save Jim. They finally end
up saving Jim in an exiremely unnecessary way because Tom wants to be more “adventurous.”
Because Tom chooses the hard way he ends up paying a price and gets shot in the feg. After a
while Tom’s leg heals and they are ready to go on their next adventure out west.

Not only does Mark Twain make the book a history lesson but he tries to give the reader
characters that you can feel for. Huckleberry Fin is definitely a book for younger readers, they

can easily read the book and understand the actual events going on but, also see the big picture
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would be a very vacuous read, something to just pass the time. Although it is a good book, it
doesn’t take much thought to realize what is going on. You don’t really have to take much time
and think about what you are reading. Its all spoon feed, spelled out for you in bold letters right
there on the page. The book is almost predictable in the way it’s written so some parts that are
meant to be adventures are really platitudinous. Overall the book presented the ideas clear and
was an easy read. If I were to rate this book, out of ten, I would give it a six.

Huck goes through so many life changes, but does he ever grow as a person? He has to
deal with his Pap, he has to live on his own for a while he becomes fiiends with Jim, a slave, but
nothing really happens as a result to that. In the end of the book he is just going to go about his
fife and go on to his next adventure but, what did he really learn from all of it? So was their an
actual moral to the story? This is a question‘that many reviewers seem to disagree on and
speculate over. In my opinion Huck did learn a fesson but the lesson could have been presented

in a less childlike way. If you are looking for an easy read The Adventures of Huckleberry Fin is

a perfect choice but, if you are interested in a more difficult read you shouldn’t bother and

expand your lexicon elsewhere.
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Huckleberry Finn written by Mark Twain was published in 1884 by Charles L. Webster &
Co. The novel was written during the time of 1876-1883 in Hartford, Connecticut and Elimara,
New York. The setting of the book takes place before the Civil War, roughly 1835-1845 along
the shores of the Mississippi River. Huckleberry Finn is not a must read for all people, but a good
read. You don’t need a lot of time to read this novel, and it can be read during a busy lifestyle. It
is an easy and quick read that can fulfill the literary needs of most anyone.

Huckleberry Finn, Jim, and Tom are the main characters of the novel. Huck Finn, as they
call him in the book, is the narrator of the novel. Huck Finn comes from the lowest level of white
society, and his alcoholic father disappears often. Jim, Huck’s companion during the novel, is a
runaway slave. Jim has a great heart and is a man of great intelligence. Tom has been raised in
relative comfort, unlike his best friend Huck. Tom likes to stick to the rules of life and is a good
influence on Huck Finn.

In fhe beginning of the novel, society tries to civilize Huckleberry Finn by sending him to
the Wjdow Douglas, who tries to introduce Huck to made beds, dinner bells, and prayer. Huck

Finn likes the idea of being free and doing what he wants to do, without having rules and




[image: image9.jpg]someone nagging him all of the time. Huck decides to run away after his father returned to town
and demanded all of his money that himself and Tom had found in gold. Huck faked his own
death and headed down the Mississippi River in a raft, where he found Jim on Jackson’s Island.
While traveling on the raft down the river, Huck and Jim have many adventures and become best
of friends. Huck does everything in his power to keep Jim safe from men searching for escaped
slaves. Jim eventually gets sold to the Phelps family, who are very charming people. During the
attempt to try and free Jim, Tom gets shot. This event causes Aunt Polly to come to the Phelps
farm and correctly identify Tom and Huck. Tom heals from his wound while Huck decides that a
civilized society is not for him.

The novel is very good at making the reader feel altered and thunderstruck. When you
read how Huck is running away from his abusive father, and how Jim is running for freedom, it
leaves you with a heavy heart. As the book goes on, the reader feels a sense of pride in the way
they handle their situations. It impresses upon the reader even though life can be difficult, you
take what it gives you and handle it to the best of your ability.

Huckleberry Finn is a novel that I would recommend to anyone of any age. The novel is
full of nature, slavery, freedom, and adventure. You can learn a variety of life lessons, just as
Huck did, which can improve you as a person. The novel may be a short read but it is worthwhile

due to the manner at which it analyzes what it truly means to live in a “civilized” society.




