4 Awakening Essays
The Intoxication of the Awakening
[image: image1.jpg]The Awakening by Kate Chopin which was first published by Herbert S. Stone and Company
in Chicago of 1899. This book shows how a young woman breaks the chains from her
controlling husband, finds a new, thrilling love affair, and then loses it all in the end. There is a
lot of information or a lot of her thoughts that just drag on but they have a reason to and give you
a better in take on her reaction to things. This book will have you flipping pages like a cook
flipping pancakes.

In the beginning of the book taking place in Grand Isle, New Orleans in the late 1800’s, Edna
Pontellier, her husband, Leonce Pontellier, and their two children are vacationing. Edna and her
husband have a loving relationship Whgre Leonce loves her very much and basically worships
her; just he gets caught up in his work and is gone for five out of seven days a week. Edna finds
herself becoming very close to Adele Ratignolle who is Edna’s complete opposite in mostly
every way. Madam Ratignolle idolizes her children and worships her husband. She is the typical
Creole woman, who most people were in this area of the book and time period, and this actually
helps Edna start breaking free without either of them realizing it. Edna also finds herself
becoming very close to Robert LeBrun, who Edna falls in love with. He has a tendency to fall for
a different woman every summer and serve as an attendant to them and this summer, he chose
Edna. No one before has ever taken him seriously since he is overly affectionate except for Edna,
which makes their relationship very complex and where Robert realizes he actually is in love
with her.

Edna also falls in love with the music of Mademoiselle Reisz. Mademoiselle Reisz has
devoted her whole life to music making her childless and husbandless. She helps Edna find her
personal independence and Mademoiselle is also the only one who knows about Edna and

Roberts love. After Robert goes to Mexico to find “fortune” as he calls it, Edna feels alone and




[image: image2.jpg]seeks the companionship of Mademoiselle Reisz. Edna talks of how she wants to be an artist and
Mademoiselle Reisz tells her that she has to be courageous and have a defiant soul. Later, after
Robert returns and Edna has an affair with him, he realizes that this love is wrong and they
cannot continue like this. He is torn by his love for Edna and the society’s view that wives are
processions their husbands. At last, Edna is alone yet again and she finds herself swimming out
into the ocean, never to return as the book ends with you wondering if suicide is the coward way
out.

Around the late 1800°s, woman were processions of men, so when this book came about, it
was a story ahead of it’s time. Women were expected to basically worship their husbands, wait
on them hand and foot and idolize their children by being what we call now, a house-wife. Kate
Chopin before writing The Awakening had written stories where the woman was like that and
didn’t know much other than to do that. This book showed that woman were starting to develop
own personalities and didn’t have to worship their husbands. This book was still like her other
stories however considering Edna was like any other woman she had written about. Edna longed
for a companionship, but one who would let her be who she wanted to be and not to be tied down
to children.

This book was like a turning point in writing, showing the differences in woman starting to
progress. Kate Chopin was a writer before her time as many other writers were. The book was
exciting for the most part, with a few exceptions, and it’s great to watch a young woman grow
free, gain her own freedom, and gain independence in the end. A story is also always fun when a
love affair or a love can’t be is thrown into the mix of everything else. The only thing is you also
see her lose it all in the end still wanting some kind of companionship and not getting it taking

her life away instead of exploring for more. If you like classic books, on a scale one to ten, ten




[image: image3.jpg]being the highest and one being the lowest, this is certainly an eight being a really great book to

read.
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Delving into the exciting, adventurous world of Huckleberry Finn gives the reader a sense
of the historical meaning of great American culture and at the same time allows the reader to
reléte, at least to an extent, to some of the captivating characters in the story. The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn was written by the well known American author, Mark Twain, and was
published by Harper and Brothers Publishers in New York in 1884. How can somebody put

down such a book in which every turned page exists a new enigma to be overcome?

To give a brief overview of what to expect out of this novel is hard to do without giving
away the boisterous acts. All of these characters are hard to believe to be such good friends given
their different outlooks; Huckleberry Finn, Jim, and Tom Sawyer oddly enough stick together
throughout the novel. Huckleberry Finn is a homeless, young teenager who is the main character
and the narrator of the story. Then there is Tom Sawyer, Huck’s best friend, who loves romance
and adventure novels and tries to live his life by them but in doing so he severely confuses Jim,
the “runaway” slave. Essentially, the story takes place on the Mississippi River and in small
towns surrounding it, around the early 1800's (when racism is at large). The Mississippi River
comes into play when Huck realizes he is tired of living his life by the book and wants to break
free from social norms. He joins up with Jim and encounters many interesting adventures
traveling South on the river, where they spring into some serious problems along the way.

Overall, Huck goes through an expanded learning experience involving growing up, dealing with




[image: image8.jpg]lies and cons, and superstitions.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn deeply outlines one of the biggest American cultural
debates— slavery and racism alongside of the distinguished contingency often seen in classic
novels. Picture going back in time and taking a leisurely walk through town and everywhere you
go there is an African American working to the extremes for their owners— either washing
clothes, beating rugs, picking crops, or running errands and then you see their owner come out
and start lashing them for doing the slightest thing wrong. Even today you can hear racial
remarks and see certain discriminations such as low wages, lower expectancies, and associations
with drugs and violence. Obviously, today we have come a long way from owning people and
doing what we wish with them but we still have a long way to go for everyone to become equal.
As the way of excitement goes, no one is able to stay awake to read any vapid works such as
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 130. On the other hand, this novel is most definitely a “keep you on your
toes” read because not once does it disappoint you through all of the cliff hangers from chapter to
chapter, not once does it go off topic to something not related to the story, and not once does it
let you have a non-emotional moment. It is not everyday a person has the opportunity to read a

novel that helps describe great American culture and be interested at the same time.

Reading this book is like experiencing your own adventure with your closest friends. You
are able to oversee racism and slavery while having the ability to have a good time even in the
scariest of moments. The life you lead in this story will surely help define certain views on a

variety of issues.
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